
“Did You Know” Facts

ON CHILDREN:
Did you know that at age 4, children in families at or above the poverty line were better able to recognize letters, numbers and shapes?
Did you know that 35% of U.S. children enter kindergarten unprepared to learn with most lacking the vocabulary and sentence structure crucial to school success?
Did you know that more than 5 million babies and toddlers—43 percent of all children under age 3—live in low-income families (those with incomes below 200 percent of the federal poverty level)?
Did you know that every $1 invested in early childhood intervention provides a $14-$17 return? 

Did you know that last year United Way enabled 33,000 children to attend high quality early education and care programs? 

ON YOUTH:

Did you know that 43% of Massachusetts third graders are reading below grade-level? In Boston, Lowell, Lawrence and Lynn that figure is over 60%. 

Did you know that nearly 40% of Boston high schoolers will not graduate within four years?

Did you know that United Way of is leveraging a $250,000 grant from the EEC to head up a first-in-the-state collaboration between Massachusetts Public Schools, early care and education organizations and afterschool programs, targeted at increasing literacy?

Did you know that an extraordinary 80% of nonprofits anticipate an increase in demand for services in 2010; yet 49% expect to be able to fully meet it?

Did you know that last year United Way ensured that 198,000 youth were enrolled in high-quality after-school programs that helped keep them on track to graduate?

ON FAMILIES AND FINANCIAL STABILITY:
Did you know that the number of homeless families living in Boston has jumped for the fourth straight year, making children without a home the fastest-growing group?
Did you know that more than 1,000 of the 4,413 children in the emergency shelter system are living with their families in state-funded motels without access to kitchen facilities and limited ability to meet other basic family needs?
Did you know that wage rates in the bottom fifth of the income distribution in Massachusetts have remained the same since 1990?  They have become worse because the cost of living in the state is progressively increasing.

Did you know the United Way Financial Stability Center provided free tax services so individuals and families could access $3.3 million in tax refunds and save another $330,000 in filing fees?
Did you know that last year United Way ensured that 143,000 individuals and families received emergency food, heat and/or shelter?
Source: http://staff.supportunitedway.org/statistics
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