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What IS your major
challenge In assessing
English Language
Learners in your
classroom?



IS Important?
reK through grade 3
Irth through 5 are

60 languages spoken

2 classrooms
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Are Assessments Culturally and
Linguistically Appropriate?

e Culturally appropriate
e Linguistically appropriate

e Translations are
professionally reviewed



Assessment to Improve
Instruction?

e Age appropriate
e Multiple methods/measure

e Include observational
assessment

e Over Time

e Two or more people assess



Standardized Formal
Assessments:
Equivalence and Norming

collecting good information
spontaneous speech
largest market: assessments in English.

vastly under represent their language
capacities.

Assessment tools available in other
languages
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Who Administers Assessments?

e Teachers

Bilingual/bicultural
Knowledge of child

Knowledge about language
acquisition

Knowledge about assessment
—Especially ELLs
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Should Families be Involved?

e Seek Information and insights
e Update them frequently

e Don’t use them to assess,
Interpret, or draw conclusions
about outcomes
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hat to Assess?
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What Language Areas Have to
be Learned?

. Pronunciation (Phonology)
- Vocabulary

- Grammar and Tenses (Syntax)
- Putting Sentences Together (Discourse)
- Language Appropriateness (Pragmatics)

 Plus Content-Area knowledge
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and Victor
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r Recess

e forgot the ball.

forgot the ball..outside...
ball?
e pink, and the black.

e..we no not found it..Go
ow, found It.

20



Second Language Development
Vs.
First Language Development
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teracy Acquisition
First Language

: Past Tenses,
PutTtlonge:/r\]/grrds Embedding Written Grammar
Grammar & J Clauses, Passives

Tenses



racy Acquisition

First Language

Early Languag
Development

Tenses

Putting Word:
Together
Grammar &

Putting Words Past Ten_ses,
Embedding
Together !
Clauses, Passives
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Developmental Errors

e Learning in any language develops
gradually

e Language develops in stages but
children often go back to earlier forms

« ELLs make many errors that are the
same as those made by native English
speakers
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The Order of Learning

e Some English Language Learners follow
similar but not identical order in learning
English grammar

e Some grammatical points take longer for
English Language Learners

(e.q. Irreqular past tense- sleep/slept)

27



Use Negatives?

ee the buds on the

28



f Negatives

Ive + object)
e for future)
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of Negatives

hat kind (contraction)
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Xiliary verb)

ael (command with

30



of Negatives

Is (never + irregular)
I + Irregular)

lar)

15t person plural)

et (never + yet)
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Mac Arthur Bates Communicative
Development Inventory (CDI)

What Is 1t?

— Authentic assessment tool

— Assessment of vocabulary development
(Receptive and productive)

—\Vocabulary development is a strong
predictor of later academic success
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How Is It administered?

—Word checklists for parents and
teachers (English and Spanish)

— Checklist completed every 3 months

— Parents become attuned to child’s
language development

— Teachers know school language
—Used for 3 yr olds; research on 4 yr olds
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What does It assess?

Words children can understand
Words children can produce

Parent report alone valid in bilingual
families

Teachers add classroom vocabulary

Can help identify bilingual children
needing early intervention

Parents become more attuned to their
children’s language abilities
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Picture #3
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How Is It administered?

« Monthly intervals over the year
e Use standard instructions

e Two times within a week by two different adults

— One adult must be a native speaker of the child’s
home language and the other a native English
speaker

— Child is allowed to look at 3 pictures for any length of
time

— Pictures are put away and the child is asked to
tell a story

— The story is tape recorded
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What does It assess?

e Language complexity
e Code switching
 Narrative structure

e VVocabulary
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For whom Is It best suited?

e Children learning more than one
language

* Children whose English or home
language development Is not
progressing

 \When teachers need more
iInformation about a child’s language
development
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How Should the Field Move
Forward?

 More research

 More & better assessments

* More professional development
—Teachers and administrators
—Language development
—Second language development
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EDC Professional Development
Goals

e Learn developmental sequence of
ELL learning

« How ELL language development is
different than language delays

* Cognitive, psychological, social
factors that influence ELL
development
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EDC Professional Development
Goals

o Support strategies for ELLs: teacher,
peers, all classroom personnel

e ELLs and phonological awareness,
book reading, environmental print

e Two-way communication with
families

 Assessing ELLSs
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Resources

e Screening and Assessment of

Young English-Language Learners
http://www.naeyc.org/...f/ELL_Supplement_Shorter_Version.pdf
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